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Inside Design By Nicole - Decorating For Your Holiday Season
Wow, how time flies. Wasn't it just Summer? As the
holiday season approaches, we look forward to the
annual tradition of decorating o~r homes. This is the
time of year for spending time with friends and loved
ones and most of all, being thankful for our blessings.
It's also the time of year when our attention centers on
the home front. Cold weather and shorter days mean
spending a lot more time indoors until spring arrives.
You're thinking to yourself, company is coming and the
menu has been planped .. but you haven't begun
decorating your home for the Holiday Season. Well,
don't stress, take a deep breath and read on. Below, I
will give you some great tips to get your home
decorated and ready for the Holidays!
I always recommend decorating for the season, rather
than just for a specific Holiday. As we know., living in
the Northeast, we tend to have.Quite a long Winter Season!
We are going to begin by breaking down your Holiday decorating in
phases. First, decide on who and how many guests you will be
Entertaining. Are you planning a Formal gathering or a casual,
relaxed gathering? That will help determine what accessories you
will be choosing. Next, what main rooms will you be Entertaini!1g in?
Will it be the Dining room, Family room, Kitchen? Are you havmg
Out of Town Guests stay with you? Therefore, will you need to
prepare a guest room? All of these questions are significant to plan
your Holiday Decorating. Be sure that you decorate your home and
tree for the people who will enjoy it. Don't put out heirloom holiday
decorations that can't be touched, if children will be touching
everything. Don't set your table with the finest linens if food will be
messy. Don't use your favorite holiday china for little children who
might break them. Keep in mind that the most important part of the
holiday is family and friends gathering together to celebrate this
special season. Do what you can to prevent those unfortunate little
accidents and help make everyone feel comfortable and welcome.
Before you begin to Decorate for the Holiday Season, start with a
fresh clean pallate. Clean one room from top to bottom, de-clutter
and put away any previous seasonal items and move to the next room
of priority and so on. That way., by cleaning one room at a time it
becomes less ovenvhelming. Once, you have your main rooms freshly
cleaned and de-cluttered, you are ready to take a step back, with a
fresh eye and examine the room and determine how you would like to
decorate it for the Season.
.
Winter interior decorating is all about creating an environment that
reflects the beauty and intensity of the winter season, while leaving
the cold outside. Good winter home interior decorating should create
a warm, comforting, attractive environment, and the best ways to do
this are through warm colors, rich textures, and
winter-themed accessories.
Deeper, darker colors make a room feel warmer. Replace summer's
light lamps hades with ones that are mulberry, crimson, gold or cop-
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per colored. Add a few deeper toned Throw Pillows to
give your Sofa a new look. Replace sheer or bright
curtains with deeper, richer versions of the same colors.
If you must have a touch of "snow", consider adding
white flowers as
mantel decorations or a table centerpiece. Carpet can
bring warmth and color to a room~
Introduce rich textures. If your carpet is not the right
color, bring out rugs in deep winter colors, such as
burgundy or pine-green. Regardless of their size, these
can add a sense of warmth to a room with light colored
carpet, bare wood, or tile.
Choosing the right accessories is key. Candles are
some of the best home accessories for winter interior
decorating. Group them in collections of various
heights and thicknesses.
Finally, choose a theme or style that best compliments your home
and taste. There are many to choose from, so I will only mention a
few. The Traditional style, incorporates the Reds, Greens & Golds.
A Country, Adirondack Rustic style, utilizing natural elements such as
Pine Swags & Wreaths, Pinecones, Berries, and Tin. Bundling a small
pile of firewood for example, takes on a holiday feel with some
Holly & Ivy placed on it with a Raffia Bow. The Victorian Style on the
contrary, is a rpuch more lavish look. The Victorians were never
known for doing anything half way! This was an era that focused on
lavish decorating in celebration of the bounty of the holiday season.
If you are feeling extravagant, then this decorating style is definitely
for you and you don't need to break the bank to achieve it, either.
Be creative, this is where you bring out the family heirlooms such
as a lace tablecloth for a truly authentic look. Brocade place mats
and runners are another nice touch, along with crystal and gold
trimmed glassware. Of course, lots of candles and antique lanterns
add warmth to the look.
Regardless of how you and your family choose to celebrate the
season, hopefully some of my decorating advice above, has inspired
you and will help you to create a cozy, festive home for all your
friends and family to enjoy. Remember, the smallest extras can
add so much. So make the most of it! There's no time like the
present (if you haven't already done so) to create traditions that can
last a lifetime for your Holiday Celebration. Make those memories!
As we know, life is just so precious. Wishing you the very best for your
Holiday Season!
For more information, contoct your home town Interior Designer,
Nicole Skinner-Graudons of Designer Interiors of Ballston,
(518) 399-6240/883-4751, or e-mail.designinter@aol.com.
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• Home Stagmg,
• Wall Coverings
• Space Planning
and More...
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